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Supporting with Phonics at home

• Promote a love for reading. Continue to share stories at bedtime. Children benefit from

hearing you read as well as reading for themselves. 

• Read other stories as well as their school book. Ask your child to read words within a

story, tell you what is happening in the pictures or predict what is going to happen next.

Can they tell you what the story was about?

• Mark make for a purpose- shopping lists, cards, maps for holidays… 

• Please ensure children are writing using lower case letters e.g. hello not HELLO

• Levelled reading books – return each week and comment in planners

• Children do get ‘b’ and ‘d’ mixed up – please don’t worry!

• Play with letters in fun ways- slippery paint, play dough, salt and glitter, brushes and

water

• Contribute to your child’s learning journal on TAPESTRY 

• Look for letters and words in the environment 

Links for learning:
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Adjacent
consonants

Two (or three) consonant letters representing two (or three) sounds, e.g. tw, str,

bl. (Also known as a consonant cluster or blend). 

Blending
The process of using phonics for reading. Children identify and blend the

phonemes in order to hear and say (disern) a whole word. (Also known as

decoding or synthesising).

Code

The English Alphabet Code is the correlation between the sounds of speech and

individual letters or groups of letters used to represent those sounds in print. A

‘piece of code’ refers to a letter-sound correspondence or grapheme-phoneme

correspondence. 

Common
exception

word (CEW)

A high frequency word with an unusual letter-sound correspondence, e.g. one,

their, because. These words are taught by decoding the familiar part and

pointing out the unusual part. 

Consonant
digraph

Two consonant letters which represent one sound. 

CVC, CCVC,
CCVCC

These represent the consonant and vowel sounds in word structures. For

example, a CVC word = h-e-n, b-oa-t or ch-i-p.

Decoding See blending

Digraph
Two letters which together represent one sound, e.g. ai, ea, mb. There are

different types of digraph - vowel, consonant and split. 

Encoding See segmenting

Grapheme A letter or group of letters representing one sound (phoneme). 

Phoneme 
The smallest unit of sound in a word. Represented in print using slash marks, e.g.

/a/.

Quadgraph Four letters which together represent on sound, e.g. aigh, ough. 

Schwa
An unstressed syllable. It is common for people to pronounce various

graphemes as an / uh / sound in natural speech. 

Segmenting

The process of using phonics for spelling and writing. Children listen to the

whole word and break it down into constituent phonemes, choosing the

corresponding grapheme to represent each phoneme. For example, ‘lunch’ can

be segmented as l-u-n-ch. (Also known as encoding).

Split digraph
Two letters, which work as a pair to represent one sound, but are separated

within the word, e.g. a-e in cake; o-e in note.  

Synthesising See blending

Trigraph Three letters which together represent one sound, e.g. igh, eer. 

Vowel digraph A digraph in which at least one of the letters is a vowel. e.g. ee, oi, or.

Phonics Glossary
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Sound Mat 1
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Sound Mat 2
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Sound Mat 3
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Sound Mat 4

...ture
...augh
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